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OCCULT ARTS 


PRECIPITATION 

T HE word “precipitation” means to throw upon or within. 
This term is used in chemistry to describe the fact of a 
substance, held or suspended in fluid, being made to dis- 
engage itself from the intimate union with the fluid and to fall 
upon the bottom of the receptacle in which it is held; in the 
use of applied electricity it may be used to describe the throw- 
ing upon a metal or other plate, of particles of another metal 
held in suspension in the fluid of the electric bath. These two 
things are done every day in nearly all the cities of the world, 
and are so common as to be ordinary. In photography the 
same effect is described by the word “develop,” which is the 
appearing on the surface of the sensitized gelatine plate of the 
image caught by the camera. In chemical precipitation the 
atoms fall together and become visible as a separate substance 
in the fluid; in photography the image made by an alteration 
of the atoms composing the whole surface appears in the mass 
of the sensitized plate. 

In both cases we have the coming forth into visibility of that 
which before was invisible. In the case of precipitation of a 
substance in the form of a powder at the bottom of the re- 
ceptacle containing the fluid, there is distinctly, (a) before 
the operation an invisibility of a mass of powder, ( b ) upon 
applying the simple means for precipitation the sudden coming 
into sight of that which was before unseen. 

And precisely as the powder may be precipitated in the 
fluid, so also from the air there can be drawn and precipitated 



the various metals and substances suspended therein. This has 
been so often done by chemists and others that no proofs are 
needed. 

The ancients and all the occultists of past and present have 
always asserted that all metals, substances, pigments, and ma- 
terials exist in the air held in suspension, and this has been ad- 
mitted by modern science. Gold, silver, iron and other metals 
may be volatilized by heat so as to float unseen in the air, and 
this is also brought about every day in various mines and fac- 
tories of the world. It may therefore be regarded as established 
beyond controversy that as a physical fact precipitation of sub- 
stances, whether as merely carbon or metal, is possible and is 
done every day. We can then take another step with the 
subject. 

Is it possible to precipitate by will-power and use of occult 
laws upon a surface of wood, paper, metal, stone, or glass a 
mass of substance in lines or letters or other combinations 
so as to produce an intelligible picture or a legible message? 
For modern science this is not possible yet; for the Adept it 
is possible, has been done, and will be still performed. It has 
also been done unintelligently and as mere passive agents or 
channels, among mediums in the ranks of European and Amer- 
ican spiritualists. But in this latter case it has the value, and 
no more than that, of the operations of nature upon and with 
natural objects, to be imitated by conscious and intelligently- 
acting man when he has learned how, by what means, and 
when. The medium is only a passive controlled agent or chan- 
nel who is ignorant of the laws and forces employed, as well 
as not knowing what is the intelligence at work, nor whether 
that intelligence is outside or a part of the medium. 

The Adept, on the other hand, knows how such a precipi- 
tation can be done, what materials may be used, where those 
materials are obtainable, how they can be drawn out of the 
air, and what general and special laws must be taken into 
account. That this operation can be performed I know of my 
own knowledge; I have seen it done, watching the process as 
it proceeded, and have seen the effect produced without a 
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failure. One of these instances I will give later on. 

Precipitation of words or messages from Adepts has been 
much spoken of in the Theosophical Society’s work, and the 
generality of persons have come to some wrong conclusions 
as to what they must be like, as well as how they are done and 
what materials may be and are used. Most suppose as follows: 

1 . That the precipitated messages are on rice paper; 

2. That they are invariably in one or two colors of some 
sort of chalk or carbon; 

3. That in every case they are incorporated into the fibre 
of the paper so as to be ineradicable; 

4. That in each case when finished they came from Tibet 
or some other distant place invisibly through the air; 

5. That all of them are done by the hand of the Adept and 
are in his handwriting as commonly used by him or them. 

While it is true in fact that each of the above particulars 
may have been present in some of the cases and that every 
one of the above is possible, it is not correct that the above 
are right as settled facts and conclusions. For the way, means, 
methods, conditions, and results of precipitation are as varied 
and numerous as any other operation of nature. The following 
is laid down by some of the masters of this art as proper to be 
kept in mind. 

(a) A precipitated picture or message may be on any sort 
of paper. 

(b) It may be in black or any other pigment. 

(c) It may be in carbon, chalk, ink, paint, or other fluid 
or substance. 

( d ) It may be on any sort of surface or any kind of ma- 
terial. 

( e ) It may be incorporated in the fibre of the paper and 
be thus ineffaceable, or lie upon the surface and be easily 
eradicated. 
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(/) It may come through the air as a finished message on 
paper or otherwise, or it may be precipitated at once at the 
place of reception on any kind of substance and in any sort of 
place. 

(^) It is not necessarily in the handwriting of the Adept, 
and may be in the hand comprehended by the recipient and a 
language foreign to the Adept, or it may be in the actual hand 
of the Adept, or lastly in a cipher known to a few and not de- 
cipherable by any one without its key. 

(/;) As matter of fact the majority of the messages pre- 
cipitated or sent by the Adepts in the history of the Theo- 
sophical Society have been in certain forms of English writing 
not the usual writing of those Adepts, but adopted for use in 
the Theosophical movement because of a fore-knowledge that 
the principal language of that movement would for some time 
be the English. 

Some messages have been written and precipitated in Hindi 
or Urdu, some in Hindustani, and some in a cipher perfectly 
unintelligible to all but a few persons. These assertions I make 
upon personal knowledge founded on observation, on con- 
firmation through an inspection of messages, and on logical 
deduction made from facts and philosophical propositions. In 
the first place, the Adepts referred to — and not including 
silent ones of European birth — are Asiatics whose languages 
are two different Indian ones: hence their usual handwriting 
is not English and not Roman in the letters. Secondly, it is a 
fact long suspected and to many well known both in and out 
of the Theosophical Society that the Fraternity of Adepts has 
a cipher which they employ for many of their communications: 
that, being universal, is not their handwriting Thirdly, in order 
to send any one a precipitated message in English it is not 
necessary for the Adept to know that language; if you know 
it, that is enough; for, putting the thought in your brain, he 
sees it there as your language in your brain, and using that 
model causes the message to appear. But if he is acquainted 
with the language you use, it is all the easier for the Adept to 
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give you the message exactly as he forms it in his brain at first. 
The same law applies to all cases of precipitation by an al- 
leged spirit through a medium who does not know at all how 
it is done; in such a case it is all done by natural and chiefly 
irresponsible agents who can only imitate what is in the brains 
concerned in the matter. 

These points being considered, the questions remain, How 
is it all done, what is the process, what are the standards of 
judgment, of criticism, and of proof to the outer sense, is im- 
position possible, and, if so, how may it be prevented? 

As to the last, the element of faith or confidence can never 
be omitted until one has gotten to a stage where within oneself 
the true standard and power of judging are developed. Just 
as forgery may be done on this physical plane, so also may 
it be done on the other and unseen planes and its results shown 
on this. Ill-disposed souls may work spiritual wickedness, and 
ignorant living persons may furnish idle, insincere, and lying 
models for not only ill-disposed souls that are out of the body, 
but also for mere sprites that are forces in nature of consider- 
able power but devoid of conscience and mind. Mind is not 
needed in them, for they use the mind of man, and merely 
with this aid work the hidden laws of matter. But this furnishes 
some protection illustrated in the history of spiritualism, where 
so many messages are received that on their face are nonsense 
and evidently but the work of elementals who simply copy 
what the medium or the sitter is vainly holding in mind. In 
those cases some good things have come, but they are never 
beyond the best thought of the persons who, living, thus attempt 
to speak with the dead. 

Any form of writing once written on earth is imprinted in 
the astral light and remains there as model. And if it has been 
used much, it is all the more deeply imprinted. Hence the fact 
that H. P. Blavatsky, who once was the means for messages 
coming from the living Adepts, is dead and gone is not a 
reason why the same writing should not be used again It was 
used so much in letters to Mr. Sinnett from which Esoteric 
Buddhism was written and in many other letters from the same 
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source that its model or matrix is deeply cut in the astral light. 
For it would be folly and waste of time for the Adepts to make 
new models every time any one died. They would naturally use 
the old model There is no special sanctity in the particular 
model used by them, and any good clairvoyant can find that 
matrix in the astral light. Hence from this, if true, two things 
follow: ( a ) that new communications need not be in a new 
style of writing, and ( b ) there is a danger that persons who 
seek either clairvoyants or mesmerized lucides may be im- 
posed on and made to think they have messages from the 
Adepts, when in fact they have only imitations. The safeguard 
therein is that, if these new messages are not in concordance 
with old ones known to be from their first appointed channel, 
they are not genuine in their source, however phenomenally 
made. Of course for the person who has the power inside to 
see for himself, the safeguard is different and more certain. 
This position accords with occult philosophy, it has been 
stated by the Adepts themselves, it is supported by the facts of 
psychic investigation inside the ranks of Spiritualism, of The- 
osophy, of human life. 

It is well known that mediums have precipitated messages 
on slates, on paper, and on even the human skin, which in 
form and manner exactly copied the hand of one dead and 
gone, and also of the living. The model for the writing was in 
the aura of the enquirer, as most mediums are not trained 
enough to be able independently to seek out and copy astral 
models not connected with some one present. I exclude all 
cases where the physical or astral hand of the medium wrote 
the message, for the first is fraud and the second a psycho- 
logical trick. In the last case, the medium gazing into the 
astral light sees the copy or model there and merely makes a 
facsimile of what is thus seen, but which is invisible to the 
sitter. There is no exemption from law in favor of the Adepts, 
and the images they make or cause to be made in astral ether 
remain as the property of the race; indeed in their case, as 
they have a sharp and vivid power of engraving, so to say, in 
the astral light, all the images made there by them are deeper 
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and more lasting than those cut by the ordinary and weak 
thoughts and acts of our undeveloped humanity. 

The best rule for those who happen to think they are in 
communication with Adepts through written messages is to 
avoid those that contradict what the Adepts have said before; 
that give the lie to their system of philosophy; that, as has 
happened, pretend that H P.B was mistaken in her life for 
what she said and is now sorry. All such, whether done with 
intention or without it, are merely bombinans in vacuo, sound 
that has no significance, a confusion between words and 
knowledge delusive and vain altogether. And as we know that 
the Adepts have written that they have no concern with the 
progress of selfish science, it must be true that messages which 
go on merely to the end of establishing some scientific propo- 
sition or that are not for the furtherance especially of Brother- 
hood cannot be from them, but are the product of other 
minds, a mere extension through occult natural law of theories 
of weak men. This leads to the proposition that: 

Precipitation of a message is not per se evidence that it is 
from one of our White Adepts of the Great Lodge. 

II 

The outer senses cannot give a safe final judgment upon a 
precipitated message, they can only settle such physical ques- 
tions as how it came, through whom, the credibility of the 
person, and whether any deception on the objective plane has 
been practiced. The inner senses, including the great combin- 
ing faculty or power of intuition, are the final judges. The 
outer have to do solely with the phenomenal part, the inner 
deal with the causes and the real actors and powers. 

As precipitations have been phenomenally made through 
“controlled” mediums who are themselves ignorant of the 
laws and forces at work, these are but strange phenomena 
proving the existence of a power in Nature either related to 
human mind or wholly unrelated to it. These are not the exer- 
cise of Occult Arts, but simply the operation of natural law, 
however recondite and obscure. They are like the burning of a 



flame, the falling of water, or the rush of the lightning, where- 
as when the Adept causes a flame to appear where there is 
no wick, or a sound to come where there is no vibrating vis- 
ible surface, occult art is using the same laws and forces which 
with the medium are automatically and unconsciously oper- 
ated by subtle parts of the medium’s nature and “nature 
spirits,” as well as what we know as kama-lokic human en- 
tities, in combination. And here the outer senses deal solely 
with the outer phenomena, being unable to touch in the least 
on the unseen workings behind. So they can only decide 
whether a physical fraud has been practiced; they can note 
the day, the hour, the surrounding circumstances, but no more. 

But if one hitherto supposed to be in communication with 
the White Adepts comes to us and says “Here is a message 
from one of Those,” then if we have not independent power 
in ourselves of deciding the question on inner knowledge, the 
next step is either to believe the report or disbelieve it. In the 
case of H P B., in whose presence and through whom mes- 
sages were said to come from the White Adepts, it was all the 
time, at the final analysis, a matter of faith in those who con- 
fessedly had and have no independent personal power to know 
by the use of their own inner senses. But there intuition, one of 
the inner powers, decided for the genuineness of the report and 
the authentication of the messages. She herself put it tersely in 
this way: “If you think no Mahatma wrote the theories I have 
given of man and nature and if you do not believe my report, 
then you have to conclude that I did it all.” The latter conclu- 
sion would lead to the position that her acts, phenomena, and 
writings put her in the position usually accorded by us to a Ma- 
hatma. As to the letters or messages of a personal nature, each 
one had and has to decide for himself whether or not to fol- 
low the advice given. 

Another class of cases is where a message is found in a 
closed letter, on the margin or elsewhere on the sheet. The 
outer senses decide whether the writer of the letter inserted the 
supposed message or had some one else do it, and that must be 
decided on what is known of the character of the person. If 
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you decide that the correspondent did not write it nor have 
anyone else do so, but that it was injected phenomenally, then 
the inner senses must be used. If they are untrained, certainly 
the matter becomes one of faith entirely, unless intuition is 
strong enough to decide correctly that a wise as well as power- 
ful person caused the writing to appear there. Many such 
messages have been received in the history of the T.S. Some 
came in one way, some in another; one might be in a letter 
from a member of the Society, another in a letter from an 
outsider wholly ignorant of these matters. In every case, un- 
less the recipient had independent powers developed within, 
no judgment on mere outer phenomena would be safe. 

It is very difficult to find cases such as the above, because 
first, they are extremely rare, and second, the persons involved 
do not wish to relate them, since the matter transmitted had a 
purely personal bearing. A fancy may exist that in America or 
England or London such messages, generally considered 
bogus by enemies and outsiders, are being constantly sent and 
received, and that persons in various quarters are influenced 
to this or that course of action by them, but this is pure fancy, 
without basis in fact so far as the knowledge and experience 
of the writer extend. While precipitations phenomenally by 
the use of occult power and in a way unknown to science are 
possible and have occurred, that is not the means employed by 
the White Adepts in communicating with those thus favored. 
They have disciples with whom communication is already 
established and carried on, most generally through the inner 
ear and eye, but sometimes through the prosaic mail. In these 
cases no one else is involved and no one else has the right to 
put questions. The disciple reserves his communications for 
the guidance of his own action, unless he or she is directed to 
tell another. To spread broad-cast a mass of written communi- 
cations among those who are willing to accept them without 
knowing how to judge would be the sheerest folly, only pro- 
ductive of superstition and blind credulity. This is not the 
aim of the Adepts nor the method they pursue. And this digres- 
sion will be excused, it being necessary because the subject 
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of precipitation as a fact has been brought up very prom- 
inently. I may further digress to say that no amount of pre- 
cipitations, however clear of doubt and fraud as to time, place, 
and outward method, would have the slightest effect on my 
mind or action unless my own intuition and inner senses con- 
firmed them and showed them to be from a source which 
should call for my attention and concurrence. 

How, then, is this precipitation done, and what is the 
process? This question brings up the whole of the philosophy 
offered in the Secret Doctrine. For if the postulate of the meta- 
physical character of the Cosmos is denied, if the supreme 
power of the disciplined mind is not admitted, if the actual 
existence of an inner and real world is negatived, if the neces- 
sity and power of the image-making faculty are disallowed, 
then such precipitation is an impossibility, always was, and 
always will be. Power over mind, matter, space, and time de- 
pends on several things and positions. Needed for this are: 
Imagination raised to its highest limit, desire combined with 
will that wavers not, and a knowledge of the occult chemistry 
of Nature. All must be present or there will be no result. 

Imagination is the power to make in the ether an image. 
This faculty is limited by any want of the training of mind and 
increased by good mental development. In ordinary persons 
imagination is only a vain and fleeting fancy which makes but 
a small impression comparatively in the ether. This power, 
when well-trained, makes a matrix in ether wherein each line, 
word, letter, sentence, color, or other mark is firmly and 
definitely made. Will, well-trained, must then be used to draw 
from the ether the matter to be deposited, and then, according 
to the laws of such an operation, the depositing matter col- 
lects in masses within the limits of the matrix and becomes 
from its accumulation visible on the surface selected. The will, 
still at work, has then to cut off the mass of matter from its 
attraction to that from whence it came. This is the whole oper- 
ation, and who then is the wiser? Those learned in the schools 
laugh, and well they may, for there is not in science anything 
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to correspond, and many of the positions laid down are con- 
trary to several received opinions. But in Nature there are 
vast numbers of natural effects produced by ways wholly 
unknown to science, and Nature does not mind the laughter, 
nor should any disciple. 

But how is it possible to inject such a precipitation into a 
closed letter? The ether is all-pervading, and the envelope or 
any other material bar is no bar to it. In it is carried the matter 
to be deposited, and as the whole operation is done on the 
other side of visible nature up to the actual appearance of the 
deposit, physical obstructions do not make the slightest dif- 
ference. 

It is necessary to return for a moment to the case of precipi- 
tations through mediums. Here the matrix needs no trained 
imagination to make it nor trained will to hold it. In the astral 
light the impressions are cut and remain immovable; these 
are used by the elementals and other forces at work, and no 
disturbing will of sitter being able to interfere — simply from 
blind ignorance — there is no disturbance of the automatic 
unconscious work. In the sitter’s aura are thousands of im- 
pressions which remain unmoved because all attention has 
been long ago withdrawn. And the older or simpler they are 
the more firmly do they exist. These constitute also a matrix 
through which the nature spirits work. 

I can properly finish this with the incident mentioned at 
the beginning. It was with H.P.B. I was sitting in her room 
beside her, the distance between us being some four feet. In 
my hand I held a book she never had had in her possession 
and that I had just taken from the mail. It was clear of all 
marks, its title page was fresh and clean, no one had touched 
it since it left the bookseller. I examined its pages and began 
to read. In about five minutes a very powerful current of what 
felt like electricity ran up and down my side on the skin, and 
I looked up at her. She was looking at me and said “What do 
you read?” I had forgotten the title, as it was one I had never 
seen before, and so I turned back to the title page. There at 
the top on the margin where it had not been before was a sen- 
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tence of two lines of writing in ink, and the ink was wet, and 
the writing was that of H P.B who sat before me. She had 
not touched the book, but by her knowledge of occult law, 
occult chemistry, and occult will, she had projected out of the 
ink-bottle before her the ink to make the sentence, and of 
course it was in her own handwriting, as that was the easiest 
way to do it. Hence my own physical system was used to do 
the work, and the instant of its doing was when I felt the shock 
on the skin. This is to be explained in the way I have outlined, 
or it is to be all brushed aside as a lie or as a delusion of mine. 
But those last I can not accept, for I know to the contrary, 
and further I know that the advice, for such it was, in that 
sentence was good. I followed it, and the result was good. 
Several other times also have I seen her precipitate on dif- 
ferent surfaces, and she always said it was no proof of any- 
thing whatever save the power to do the thing, admitting that 
black and white magicians could do the same thing, and say- 
ing that the only safety for any one in the range of such forces 
was to be pure in motive, in thought, and in act. 

Ill 

DISINTEGRATION — REINTEGRATION 

Just as we have seen that precipitation is known to material 
science in electroplating and other arts, so also is it true that 
in most departments of applied science disintegration is under- 
stood, and that here and there reintegration of such substances 
as diamonds has been successfully accomplished. But these 
are all by mechanical or chemical processes. The question here 
is, whether— as in respect to precipitation — the occult powers 
of man and nature can bring about the results. Has anyone 
ever reduced a solid object to impalpable powder and then 
at a distant place restored the object to its former state? And, 
if so, how is it done? As to the first, I can only say that I have 
seen this done, and that many testimonies have been offered 
by others at various times for the same thing. In the records 
of Spiritualism there are a great many witnesses to this effect, 
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and accepting all cases in that field which are free from fraud 
the same remarks as were made about precipitation apply. 
With mediums it is unconsciously done; the laws governing 
the entire thing are unexplained by the medium or the alleged 
spirits; the whole matter is involved in obscurity so far as that 
cult is concerned, and certainly the returning spooks will give 
no answer until they find it in the brain of some living person. 
But the fact remains that among powerful physical mediums 
the operation has been performed by some unknown force 
acting under hidden guidance, itself as obscure 

This feat is not the same as apportation, the carrying or 
projecting of an object through space, whether it be a human 
form or any other thing. Buddhist and Hindu stories alike teem 
with such apportations; it is alleged of Apollonius the Greek, 
of Tyana; Christian saints are said to have been levitated and 
carried. In the Buddhist stories many of the immediate disciples 
of Buddha, both during his life and after his death, are said 
to have flown through the air from place to place; and in the 
history of Rama, some ascetics and Hanuman the monkey god 
are credited with having so levitated themselves. 

So many metals and minerals may be volatilized that we may 
take it as a general rule that all — until an exception is met with 
— are volatile under the proper conditions. Gold is slow in this 
respect, some observers having kept it heated for two months 
with no loss of weight, and others found a small loss after 
exposing it to violent heat; a charge of electricity will dissipate 
it. Silver volatilizes at red heat, and iron can also be similarly 
affected. But when we come to wood or softer vegetable matter, 
the separation of its atoms from each other is more easily ac- 
complished. The process of disintegrating by the use of occult 
forces and powers is akin to what we can do on the material 
plane. The result is the same, however the means employed 
may vary; that is, the molecules are pressed apart from each 
other and kept so. If by mechanical, chemical, and electrical 
processes man can bring about this result, there is no reason, 
save in an asserted unproved denial, why it may not be done 
by the use of the mind and will. Rarity or unusualness proves 
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nothing; when the telegraph was new its rarity proved noth- 
ing against its actuality; and it is every day becoming more 
the fashion to admit than it is to deny the possibility of any- 
thing in the realm opened up by our knowledge of electricity, 
while the probability is left merely to suspended judgment. 

Passing from material science to the medical researches 
into hypnotism, we find there the stepping-stone between the 
purely mechanical physical processes and the higher subtler 
realm of the mind, the will, and the imagination. Here we see 
that the powerful forces wielded by the mind are able to bring 
about effects on bone, flesh, blood, and skin equal in measure 
to many processes of disintegration or volatilization. But in 
every-day life we have similar suggestive facts. In the blush 
and the cold chill which come instantaneously over the whole 
frame, spreading in a second from the mental source, are effects 
upon matter made directly from mind. Even a recollection of 
an event can easily bring on this physical effect. In hypnotic 
experiments the skin, blood, and serum may be altered so as to 
bring out all the marks and changes of a burn or abrasion. In 
these cases the mind influenced by another mind makes an 
image through which the forces act to cause the changes. It is 
possible because, as so aften asserted by the ancient sages, 
the Universe is really Will and Idea, or, as is so well put in 
a letter from one of the Adepts, “the machinery of the cosmos 
is not only occult, it is ideal: and the higher metaphysics must 
be understood if one is to escape from the illusions under which 
men labor and which will continually lead them into the adop- 
tion of false systems respecting life and nature in consequence 
of the great ‘collective hallucination’ in which modern scien- 
tific persons glory so much, but which they do not call by that 
name .” 1 

So much, then, being briefly premised, it is said by the 
schools of occultism, known not only since the rise of the 
Theosophical movement but followed for ages in the East and 
continued down to the present day in India — that the trained 
man by the use of his will, mind, and imagination can dis- 


1 From an unpublished letter. 
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integrate an object, send it along currents definitely existing 
in space, transport the mass of atoms to a distant place, pass- 
ing them through certain obstacles, and reintegrate the object 
at the given distant spot exactly with the same visibility, limits, 
and appearance as it had when first taken up for transport. 
But this has its limitations. It cannot ordinarily be done with 
a human living body. That would require such an expenditure 
of force and so interfere with the rights of life that it may be 
excluded altogether. Size and resistance of obstacle have also 
to do with success or failure. Omnipotence of a sort that may 
transcend law is not admitted in Occultism; that the Adepts 
pointed out when they wrote that if they could at one stroke 
turn the world into an arcadia for lofty souls they would do so, 
but the world can only be conquered step by step and under the 
rule of law. It is the same in all operations that copy nature 
either chemically or mechanically. Hence it is said in these 
schools that “there are failures in occult art as well as among 
men.” Such failures come from an inability to cope with lim- 
iting conditions. 

We can analyse the phenomenon of disintegration and trans- 
port of mass of matter and reintegration in this way: There is 
the operator who must know how to use his will, mind, and 
imagination. Next is the object to be dealt with. Then there is 
the resisting obstacle through which it may have to pass; and 
the air, ether, and astral light through which it travels. Lastly 
is the question whether or not there is the force called cohe- 
sion, by means of which masses of matter are held together 
within limits of form. 

If it be said that the force known as gravity holds masses of 
matter together, we are reduced to accepting a more myste- 
rious explanation for a common thing than the three persons 
in one God. But cohesion without any other postulate amounts 
merely to saying that masses of matter cohere because they 
cohere. Occultism, in common with the Vedantic philosophy, 
says that there is a force of cohesion which has its roots and 
power in the spirit and in the ideal form; and attraction and 
repulsion operate from the same base also. Further, that school 
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holds gravitation to be but an exhibition of the action of these 
two — attraction and repulsion. Living masses such as vege- 
tables, animals, and men deal with matter in another state 
from that which is in minerals, and exhibit the quicker action 
of disintegrating forces; while minerals go to pieces very 
slowly. Both kinds are compelled in time to fall apart as masses 
in consequence of the action of evolutionary law when they are 
left altogether to themselves; that is, the whole quantity of 
matter of and belonging to the globe is continually subject to 
the hidden forces which are moulding it for higher uses and 
turning it, however slowly, into a higher class of matter. The 
normal rate is what we see, but this normal rate may be altered, 
and that it can be altered by intelligent mind and will is the 
fact. This alteration of rate is seen in the forcing processes 
used for plants by which they are made to grow much faster 
than is usual under common conditions In the same way in 
masses of matter which will surely go to pieces in the course 
of time, long or short, the molecules may be pushed apart 
before their time and held so by the trained will. That is, the 
force of repulsion can be opposed to natural attraction so as to 
drive the molecules apart and hold them thus away from each 
other. When the repulsion is slackened, the molecules rush 
together again to assume their former appearance. In this 
case the shape is not altered, but the largely diffused body of 
molecules retains its shape though invisible to the eye, and 
upon appearing to sight again it simply condenses itself into 
the smaller original limits, thus becoming dense enough to be 
once more seen and touched. 

When a small object is thus disintegrated by occult means 
it can be passed through other objects. Or if it is to be trans- 
ported without disintegration, then any dense intervening 
obstacle is disintegrated for a sufficient space to allow it to 
pass. That the latter is one of the feats of fakirs, yogis, and 
certain mediums can be hardly a matter of doubt except for 
those who deny the occult character of the cosmos. Alleged 
spirits in respect to this have said, “We make the intervening 
obstacle fluid or diffused, or do the same thing for the object 
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transported,” and for once they seem to be right. A gentleman 
of high character and ability in the northwest told me that one 
day a man unknown in his village came to the door, and ex- 
hibiting some rings of metal made one pass through the other, 
one of the rings seeming to melt away at the point of contact. 
H. P. Blavatsky has narrated to me many such cases, and I 
have seen her do the same thing. As, for instance, she has 
taken in my sight a small object such as a ring, and laying it 
on the table caused it to appear without her touching it in- 
side of a closed drawer near by. Now in that instance either 
she disintegrated it and caused it to pass into the drawer, or 
disintegrated the drawer for a sufficient space, or she hypno- 
tized me with all my senses on the alert, putting the object 
into the drawer while I was asleep and without my perceiving 
any sort of change whatever in my consciousness. The latter I 
cannot accept, but if it be held as true, then it was more won- 
derful that the other feat. The circumstances and motive were 
such as to exclude the hypnotizing theory; it was done to show 
me than such a phenomenon was possible and to give me a clue 
to the operation, and also to explain to me how the strange 
things of spiritualism might be done and, indeed, must be 
done under the laws of man’s mind and nature. 

Next we have the intelligent part of the matter to look at. 
Here the inner senses have to act under the guidance of a 
mind free from the illusions of matter, able to see into the 
occult cosmos behind the veil of objectivity. The will acts 
with immense force, exerting the powers both of attraction and 
repulsion as desired; knowledge of occult chemistry comes into 
use; the currents in the astral light or ether have to be known, 
as also how to make new currents. Those who have seen into 
the astral light and looked at the currents moving to and fro 
will understand this, others will either doubt, deny, or sus- 
pend judgment. The imagination as in the case of precipita- 
tion, is of prime importance; for in these things imagination 
is the sight and the hand of the mind and the will, without 
which the latter can accomplish nothing, just as the will and 
brain of a man whose arms are cut off can do nothing unless 
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others aid him. But mind, will, and imagination do not re- 
construct the disintegrated object, for as soon as the dispersing 
force is slackened from its hold on the mass of molecules, the 
imagination having held the image of the object, the atoms 
obediently and automatically rearrange themselves as before. 

All this may seem fanciful, but there are those who know 
of their own knowledge that it is all according to fact. And it 
is doubtless true that in no long time modern science will 
begin, as it is even now slowly starting, to admit all these 
things by admitting in full the ideal nature of the cosmos, thus 
removing at once the materialistic notions of man and nature 
which mostly prevail at the present day. 

IV 

SOME PROPOSITIONS BY H. P. BLAVATSKY 

The following is extracted from H.P.B.’s first book , 2 and 
is printed in this series with the belief that it will be useful as 
well as interesting. She gives some fundamental oriental propo- 
sitions relating to occult arts, thus : 

1. There is no miracle. Everything that happens is the result 
of law — eternal, immutable, ever-active. Apparent miracle is but 
the operation of forces antagonistic to what Dr. W. B. Car- 
penter, F.R.S. — a man of great learning but little knowledge — 
calls “the well ascertained laws of nature.” Like many of his 
class. Dr. Carpenter ignores the fact that there may be laws 
once “known,” now unknown, to science. 

2. Nature is triune: there is a visible objective nature, an 
invisible, indwelling, energizing nature, the exact model of the 
other and its vital principle; and above these two is spirit, the 
source of all forces, alone eternal and indestructible. The lower 
two constantly change; the higher third does not. 

3. Man is also triune: he has his objective physical body; his 
vitalizing astral body (or soul), the real man; and these two are 
brooded over and illuminated by the third — the sovereign, the 
immortal spirit. When the real man succeeds in merging himself 
with the latter, he becomes an immortal entity. 

4. Magic, as a science, is the knowledge of these principles, 
and of the way by which the omniscience and omnipotence of 

2 /sis Unveiled, Vol. ii, page 587, et seq. 
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the spirit and its control over nature’s forces may be acquired by 
the individual while still in the body. Magic, as an art, is the 
application of this knowledge in practice. 

5. Arcane knowledge misapplied is sorcery; beneficently 
used, true magic or wisdom. 

6. Mediumship is the opposite of Adeptship; the medium 
is the passive instrument of foreign influences, the Adept actively 
controls himself and all inferior potencies. 

7. All things that ever were, that are, or that will be. having 
their record upon the astral light, or tablet of the unseen uni- 
verse, the initiated Adept, by using the vision of his own spirit, 
can know all that has been known or can be known. 

8. Races of men differ in spiritual gifts as in color, stature, 
or any other external quality; among some peoples seership 
naturally prevails, among others mediumship. Some are addicted 
to sorcery, and transmit its secret rules of practice from genera- 
tion to generation, with a range of psychical phenomena, more 
or less wide, as the result. 

9. One phase of magical skill is the voluntary and conscious 
withdrawal of the inner man (astral form) from the outer man 
(physical body). In the cases of some mediums withdrawal 
occurs, but it is unconscious and involuntary. With the latter 
the body is more or less cataleptic at such times; but with the 
Adept the absence of the astral form would not be noticed, for 
the physical senses are alert, and the individual appears only as 
though in a fit of abstraction — “a brown study,” as some call it. 

To the movements of the wandering astral form neither time 
nor space offers obstacles. The thaumaturgist thoroughly skilled 
in occult science can cause himself (that is, his physical body) 
to seem to disappear or to apparently take on any shape that he 
may choose. He may make his astral form visible, or he may 
give it protean appearances. In both cases these results will be 
achieved by a mesmeric hallucination of the senses of all wit- 
nesses, simultaneously brought on. This hallucination is so per- 
fect that the subject of it would stake his life that he saw a real- 
ity, when it is but a picture in his own mind, impressed upon his 
consciousness by the irresistible will of the mesmerizer. 

But while the astral form can go anywhere, penetrate any ob- 
stacle, and be seen at any distance from the physical body, the 
latter is dependent upon ordinary methods of transportation. It 
may be levitated under prescribed magnetic conditions, but not 
pass from one locality to another except in the usual way. . . . 
Inert matter may be in certain cases and under certain condi- 
tions disintegrated, passed through walls and recombined, but 
living animal organisms cannot. 
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. . . Arcane science teaches that the abandonment of the living 
body by the soul frequently occurs, and that we encounter every 
day in every condition of life such living corpses. Various causes, 
among them overpowering fright, grief, despair, a violent attack 
of sickness, or excessive sensuality, may bring this about. The 
vacant carcass may be entered and inhabited by the astral form 
of an Adept, sorcerer, or an elementary (an earth-bound disem- 
bodied human soul), or, very rarely, an elemental. Of course an 
Adept of white magic has the same power, but unless some very 
exceptional and great object is to be accomplished he will never 
consent to pollute himself by occupying the body of an impure 
person. In insanity the patient’s astral being is either semi-para- 
lyzed, bewildered, and subject to the influence of every passing 
spirit of any sort, or it has departed forever, and the body is 
taken possession of by some vampirish entity near its own dis- 
integration and clinging desperately to earth, whose sensual 
pleasures it may enjoy for a brief season longer by this expedient. 

10. The corner stone of magic is an intimate practical knowl- 
edge of magnetism and electricity, their qualities, correlations, 
and potencies. Especially necessary is a familiarity with their 
effects within and upon the animal kingdom and man. There are 
occult properties in many other minerals equally strange with 
that in the lodestone, which all practitioners of magic must know, 
and of which so-called exact science is wholly ignorant. Plants 
also have like mystical properties in a most wonderful degree, 
and the secrets of the herbs of dreams and enchantments are 
only lost to European science, and, useless to say too, are un- 
known to it except in a few marked instances, such as opium and 
hashish. Yet the psychical effects of even these few upon the 
human system are regarded as evidences of a temporary mental 
disorder. . . . 

To sum up all in a few words; magic is spiritual wisdom; na- 
ture the material ally, pupil, and servant of the magician. One 
common vital principle pervades all things, and this is con- 
trollable by the perfected human will. The Adept can stimulate 
the movements of the natural forces in plants and animals in a 
preternatural degree. Such experiments are not obstructions of 
nature but quickenings; the conditions of intenser vital action 
are given. 

The Adept can control the sensations and alter the conditions 
of the physical and astral bodies of other persons not Adepts; 
he can also govern and employ, as he chooses, the spirits of the 
elements. He cannot control the immortal spirit of any human 
being, living or dead, for all such spirits are alike sparks of the 
Divine Essence and not subject to any foreign domination. 

Propositions 2 and 3 contain and include the seven-fold 
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classification. In 1877 H P.B. was writing for those who had 
known but the three-fold scheme. In number two the vital 
principle ( prana or jiva) is given; the body with vitality makes 
two; the real man inside called the soul, being composed of 
astral body, desires, and mind, makes five; the spirit, including 
the connecting link of Buddhi, completes the seven. The will 
is one of the forces directly from spirit, and is guided, with 
ordinary men, by desire; in the Adepts’ case the will is guided 
by Buddhi, Manas, and Atma, including in its operation the 
force of a pure spiritual desire acting solely under law and 
duty. 

William Q. Judge 

Path, October. November, December, 1893; 

January, 1894 



PSYCHOMETRY 


By William Q. Judge 

T HE name Psychometry has been given to a faculty which, 
it is claimed, inheres in about seven out of every ten 
persons. But it seems to me to be a designation at once, 
inadequate and inaccurate, because it does not express to the 
mind all that is intended to be conveyed. 

Expressed in many words, the power to psychometrise 
means: the power to bring up before the mental or spiritual 
eye, a panoramic view of all that has occurred to the object 
examined. The use of the word “psychometry” came about 
because it was laid down by Professors Buchanan and Denton, 
that by the power one measured the soul of the thing. 

If the word “soul” means the innermost spiritual part of 
the thing measured, it will here be inadequate and incorrect; 
while, if it be held to mean the mere outside or accidental ma- 
terial part or attribute of the object, then it is perverted from 
its proper and intended use. The phenomena taken into con- 
sideration in the pursuit of psychometry, belong almost en- 
tirely to accidental or exterior impressions, which, while they 
percolate or permeate the whole mass of the object examined, 
never partake of its constitution or properties. At the same 
time, in psychometrising an object, the faculty under con- 
sideration takes account of the spirit or soul of the object. So 
that we see that the designation, soul-measuring, is not only 
inaccurate but also redundant. Some other word ought to be 
selected to express what we intend when we use the word 
“psychometry.” 

The Science of today does not recognize psychometry, be- 
cause it does not allow that the human soul or mind has the 



power to produce effects which it admits can he produced by 
the use of chemicals or electricity. It is admitted that a last- 
ing and reproduceable impression can be made upon a piece of 
smooth steel by simply placing on it another object, such as 
a penny, and that the washed-out images on certain plates can 
be brought to light again by electricity or chemicals. But they 
will not admit that a man can, by simply holding the same 
plates in his hand or to his forehead, take off and bring up 
clearly before his mind’s eye the same old and obliterated im- 
pressions. What they do admit, however, proves that those im- 
pressions are really lasting, and gives us ground for hoping 
that one day they will admit all the rest. 

If one will erect a paper screen, say five feet square, and 
stand behind it, he will find, of course, that the view in front 
is obstructed completely. But make a pin-hole at the upper 
right-hand corner and place the eye thereat. What follows? 
He sees the objects which were hitherto concealed. Make an- 
other pin-hole at the opposite corner, five feet away, and the 
same objects or scene can be observed in their entirety. This 
can, of course, be repeated at all parts of the screen. If at the 
time that he is looking at the scene in front through the pin- 
hole at the upper right-hand corner, a camera-lens is put 
through a hole in the center of the screen, a photograph of all 
that he is looking at through the pin-hole will be taken by 
the camera. 

This proves, conclusively, that the image of the object or 
scene in part is impressed or thrown against every part of the 
screen; and that the minutest point, or rather upon the very 
smallest piece of the screen, will be found a picture in its en- 
tirety of the whole object or scene that is before it, as well as 
a complete picture thrown over the whole body of the screen. 

An ancient familiar illustration will exemplify my meaning. 
If one hold a drop of quicksilver on a plate, the face is reflected 
from it. If the drop be scattered into a thousand smaller drops, 
each one reflects the face again. Or, more easily understood 
yet: If five men stand affront of one man ten feet away, each 
pair of eyes of the five sees the one man; proving that there 
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exists on each separate retina a separate and complete image 
of the one object. 

Theosophists and occultists from the earliest times have held 
that every object in the world receives and keeps all impres- 
sions, not only of all objects that stand before it, but also of all 
that happens before it; that these impressions are indelible 
and can at any time be taken off by man’s nervous system and 
from that reported to the mind; and, therefore, that if we 
possess a piece of stone from the Roman Forum, we can re- 
produce to the mind, as clearly as a picture, all that happened 
in the Forum. 

The use of the screen-illustration and our insistence upon it, 
was to show that no ridiculous or impossible claim is made 
when we say that the small fragment from the Forum will give 
a complete picture and not a fragmental one. 

I received from a friend, in the year 1882, a piece of the 
linen wrapping of an Egyptian ibis found on the breast of a 
mummy. I handed it, wrapped up in tissue-paper, to a friend 
who did not know what, if anything, was in the paper. He 
put it to his forehead and soon began to describe Egyptian 
scenery; then an ancient city; from that he went on to describe 
a man in Egyptian clothes sailing on a river; then that this man 
went ashore into a grove where he killed a bird; then that the 
bird looked like pictures of an ibis, and ended by describing 
the man as returning with the bird to the city, the description 
of which tallied with the picture and description of ancient 
Egyptian cities. 

I leave this coincidence, as science designates it, with those 
who can appreciate it at its true value. 

When science begins to admit the existence in man of what 
the Christians call spirit, but which some people know to be 
matter in a finely-divided state, then will psychometry be 
studied as it should be, and incalculable aid and dazzling light 
be thrown upon archaeological and ethnological research. 

But is there any hope for Science? 


The Platonist, January, 1884 



H.P.B. AT ENGHIEN 


I N the spring of 1884, H P B. was staying in Rue Notre 
Dame des Champs, Paris, and in the house were living Col. 
Olcott, Mohini M. Chatterji and the writer. Part of the time 
Bertram Keightley was also there. As always since I have 
known H.P.B. during the past seventeen years, she was there 
as elsewhere engaged daily with her writing, save for an occa- 
sional drive or visit. Many visitors from all classes were con- 
stantly calling, and among the rest came the Countess d’Ad- 
hemar, who at once professed a profound admiration for 
H.P B. and invited her to come to the Chateau owned by the 
Count at Enghien, just outside the city, including in her invi- 
tation myself and Mohini Chatterji. Bertram Keightley was 
also invited for a few days. The invitation was accepted and 
we all went out to Enghien, where H.P.B. was given two large 
rooms downstairs and the others slept in rooms on the upper 
floors. Every convenience was given to our beloved friend, and 
there she continued her writing, while I at her request care- 
fully read over, sitting in the same room, Isis Unveiled, mak- 
ing indices at the foot of each page, as she intended to use it 
in preparing the Secret Doctrine. 

A lake was at one side of the house and extensive grounds 
covered with fine timber hid the building from the road, part 
being a well kept fruit and flower garden. A slight description 
of the rooms is necessary. Wide stairs led up to the hall; on 
one side, which we may call the road front, was the billiard 
room, the high window of which opened upon the leaden roof 
of the porch; the dining room looked out at the back over the 
edge of the lake, and the drawing room opened from it on the 
other side at right angles to the side of the billiard room. This 
drawing room had windows opening on three sides, so that 
both garden and lake could be seen from it. In it was the grand 
piano at the end and side opposite the dining room door, and 
between the two side windows was a marble slab holding orna- 
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ments; between the windows, at the end near the piano, was the 
fireplace, and at that corner was one of the windows giving 
a view of the lake. Every evening it was the custom to spend 
some time in the drawing room in conversation, and there, 
as well as in the dining room, took place some phenomena 
which indeed were no more interesting than the words of 
H.P.B., whether those were witty, grave or gay. Very often 
Countess d’Adhemar’s sister played the piano in a manner to 
delight even H.P.B., who was no mean judge. I remember 
well one melody, just then brought out in the world of Paris, 
which pleased her immensely, so that she often asked for its 
repetition. It was one suggestive of high aspiration and grandi- 
ose conceptions of nature. Many lively discussions with the 
Count on one side and H.P.B. on the other had place there, 
and often in the very midst of these she would suddenly turn 
to Mohini and myself, who were sitting listening, to repeat 
to us the very thoughts then passing in our brains. 

Count d’Adhemar did not ask for the production of phe- 
nomena, but often said that could he and a few of his friends 
be convinced about Theosophy perhaps much good would 
result in France. Some of us desired in our hearts that in the 
home of such kind friends phenomena might occur, but none 
suggested it to H P.B. But one day at dinner, when there 
were present the Count and Countess, their son Raoul, H.P.B. , 
Mohini, the Countess’ sister, myself, and one other, the strong 
and never-to-be-forgotten perfume which intimate friends 
ofH.PB. knew so well as often accompanying phenomena or 
coming of itself, floated round and round the table, plainly 
perceptible to several and not perceived either before or 
afterwards. Of course many sceptics will see nothing in this, 
but the writer and others well know that this of itself is a 
phenomenon, and that the perfume has been sent for many 
miles through the air as a message from H P.B. or from 
those hidden persons who often aided in phenomena or in 
teachings. At this dinner, or at some other during the visit, we 
had all just come in from the flower garden. I had plucked a 
small rosebud and placed it upon the edge of the tumbler be- 
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tween myself and the Countess’ sister who was on my left, 
H.P.B. being seated on my right This lady began to talk of 
phenomena, wondering if H P.B. could do as related of the 
Indian yogis. I replied that she could if she would, but did 
not ask her, and added that she could make even that small 
rosebud bloom at once. Just then H.P.B. stretched her hand 
out towards the rose, not touching it, and said nothing, con- 
tinuing at once her conversation and the dinner. We watched 
the bud until the end of the meal and saw that it grew in that 
space of time much larger and bloomed out into a rose nearly 
full grown. 

On another evening after we had all been in the drawing 
room for some time, sitting without lights, the moon shining 
over the lake and all nature being hushed, H.P.B. fell into a 
thoughtful state. Shortly she rose and stood at the corner win- 
dow looking over the water, and in a moment a flash of soft 
light shot into the room and she quietly smiled. Reminding me 
of this evening the Countess d’Adhemar writes in this month 
of June: — 

H.P.B. seemed wrapped in thought, when suddenly she 
rose from her chair, advanced to the open window, and raising 
her arm with a commanding gesture, faint music was heard in 
the distance, which advancing nearer and nearer broke into 
lovely strains and filled the drawing room where we were all 
sitting. Mohini threw himself at H.P.B.’s feet and kissed the 
hem of her robe, which action seemed the appropriate out- 
coming of the profound admiration and respect we all felt 
toward the wonderful being whose loss we will never cease 
to mourn. 

This astral music was very plain to us all, and the Count 
especially remarked upon its beauty and the faintness of it as 
it sank away into the unknown distance. The whole house was 
full of these bell sounds at night when I was awake very late 
and others had retired. They were like signals going and com- 
ing to H.P.B.’s room downstairs. And on more than one occa- 
sion as we walked in the grounds under the magnificent trees, 
have they shot past us, sometimes audible to all and again 
only heard by one or two. 

The lead roof of the portico was a place where after dinner 
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we sometimes sat, and there on some of those delightful eve- 
nings we were joined by the Countess Wachtmeister, who 
afterwards did so much for the comfort of H.P.B. at Wurz- 
burg and other places. Many chats were held there about 
occultism. In one of these we were speaking of images in the 
Astral Light and H P.B said: “Well, you know that it moves 

as other things in Kosmos do, and that the time comes when it 
floats off, as it were, letting another mass of the same Might’ 
take its place.” 

It was with a feeling of some regret that we left this delight- 
ful place where such quiet reigned and where H.P.B. was able 
to work amid the beauty and the stillness of nature. It cannot 
be blotted from the memory, because there our friend and 
teacher was untroubled by the presence of curiosity seekers, 
and thus was free to present to us who believed in her a side 
of her many-sided nature which pleased, instructed and ele- 
vated us all. 

One incident remains to be told for which we must depend 
on others. I took away with me a book which could not be fin- 
ished there, and just before leaving France went out to Enghien 
to return it. There I met the Countess d'Adhemar, who said 
that the peculiar and unmistakable perfume of which I spoke 
above had come in the house after we had all left. It was one 
evening about two days after H.P.B.’s departure and the 
d’Adhemars had some friends to dinner. After dinner they 
all went into the drawing room and soon noticed the perfume. 
It came, as they said to me, in rushes, and at once they began 
to hunt it out in the room, coming at last to the marble slab 
described, where, from one spot in the stone, they found the 
perfume rushing out in volumes. Such was the quantity of it 
that, as the Countess said to me, they were compelled to open 
the windows, since the odour was overpowering in large 
masses. In returning to Paris I told H.P.B. of this and she only 
said: “It sometimes happens.” 

William Q Judge 

Lucifer, July, 1891 
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A GOOD deal for and against Cagliostro has been said 
since the time when he disappeared from the scene, 
and so much has been written against him by his ene- 
mies, especially the members of the order of Jesus, that the 
ordinary run of people have come to think of him as no more 
than an impostor, and a very cheap one at that. This has been 
pushed so far that his name in the encyclopaedias stands for 
one of the great charlatans who from time to time are said to 
appear for the delusion of mankind and their own profit. The 
same sort of reputation has been given also to our honored 
fellow student Helena P. Blavatsky, and for similar reasons, 
with just as little basis. Indeed, there seems to be little doubt 
that in time to come her enemies, like his, will delight to call 
her a great impostor, as has been done already by a little- 
minded so-called investigator who went all the way to India 
to look into matters theosophical. 

If Cagliostro was in fact an impostor, it is a strange thing 
that so much attention was paid to him by the very best men 
and women of Europe. That fact will always call for explana- 
tion, and, until it is given due weight, the unbeliever in encyclo- 
paedias will be likely to think a good deal of the Count. There 
are some persons now of quite bright minds and wide ac- 
quaintance with men who say they believe he is still living, not 
under his old name but with another, and that he is engaged 
in a great work which embraces the whole human family. This 
may or may not be true, since it calls for a very great age on 
his part, but the student of the occult knows that we are neither 
old nor young, but ever immortal. 
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The great Prince Talleyrand has left us something regard- 
ing Cagliostro which is of weight It is to be found in a book 
published in London in 1848, containing the Memoirs of the 
Prince by his private secretary M. Colemache, in chapter four. 
It there appears that the Prince was asked to give the inci- 
dents of his visit to Cagliostro, and did so at some length. He 
had heard so much about the Count that he resolved to pay him 
a visit and see for himself the man about whom nearly every 
one was talking. An appointment was made, and at the time 
set Talleyrand called and was ushered into the presence, where 
he found the strange figure — a woman dressed in black and 
whose face was veiled — of whom much has also been said on 
the ground that she was alleged to be the confederate of Cag- 
liostro or else a very good sensitive or medium. The Count 
appeared to be busy, and gazed into the eyes of the Prince 
with such a peculiar stare that the latter was not able to collect 
his thoughts, obliging Cagliostro to remind him of the many 
people waiting for an audience who could not be kept waiting 
if there was nothing to be said. Thereupon, as the Prince says 
himself, being utterly confused he failed to recollect the posers 
he had prepared, and was forced to ask Cagliostro if he could 
tell him anything about a certain Countess. The reply he re- 
ceived to this was that she would be at the theatre that night 
and would wear a certain dress and certain ornaments. Then 
Talleyrand asked if he could have a remedy for headaches she 
often had, and Cagliostro reaching down took up a jug and gave 
the Prince what looked like water. It was directed to be ap- 
plied to her forehead, and the strict injunction given that no 
one else was under any circumstances to handle the bottle or 
touch the water. Talleyrand then went off, the Countess ap- 
peared at the theatre exactly as was said, and after the play 
the party, including Talleyrand, went to a supper. The meal 
had progressed almost to the coffee when some one asked for 
the result of the visit to the supposed impostor. The Prince 
produced the bottle, but, contrary to the directions, allowed 
every one of the company to smell it and handle it. It was then 
proposed to apply the water to the fair forehead of the Count- 
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ess, but there was some hesitation, until at last a quantity of 
the liquid was poured in the hand of one of the guests and 
placed on her forehead. Immediately she screamed with pain, 
but the hand could not be easily withdrawn; it had to be 
pulled off with violence, and with it came a large patch of the 
lady’s skin. The next day the police were sent after Cagliostro, 
and the jug of liquid was taken to an official analyst who made 
report that it was water and nothing else, just the same as what 
was in the bottle. This could not be explained by the Prince, 
but on the examination Cagliostro said it was indeed water 
which he had strongly magnetised, and that if the Prince had 
followed directions no harm would have come; he, however, 
had permitted a lot of roysterers to handle and smell it, and 
they had turned the immensely strong magnetism into the 
violent agent it turned out to be. Of course the manufacturers 
of hypotheses will say that it was not water but “some” acid 
or the like, not being able, though, to tell what they mean 
exactly. The incident is well attested and made a deep im- 
pression on the Prince, who gives evidence thus to facts and 
not to disputable theories. 


Path, October, 1890 


J. Quilter 
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T HE faculty of imagination has been reduced to a very 
low level by modern western theorisers upon mental 
philosophy. It is “only the making of pictures, day- 
dreaming, fancy, and the like”: thus they have said about one 
of the noblest faculties in man. In Occultism it is well known to 
be of the highest importance that one should have the imagina- 
tion under such control as to be able to make a picture of any- 
thing at any time, and if this power has not been so trained the 
possession of other sorts of knowledge will not enable one to 
perform certain classes of occult phenomena. 

Those who have read Mr. Sinnett’s Occult World will have 
noticed two or three classes of phenomena performed by H P. 
Blavatsky and her unseen friends, and those who have investi- 
gated spiritualism will know that in the letter have been many 
cases of similar phenomena done by so-called “controls.” 
Others who made no such investigations have, however, on 
their own account seen many things done by forces not me- 
chanical but of a nature which must be called occult or psy- 
chical. In spiritualism, and by the Adepts like H. P. Blavatsky 
and others, one thing has excited great interest, that is the 
precipitating on to paper or other substances of messages out 
of the air, as it were, and without any visible contact between 
the sender of the message and the precipitated letters them- 
selves. This has often occurred in seances with certain good 
mediums, and the late Stainton Moses wrote in a letter which 
I saw many years ago that there had come under his hand 
certain messages precipitated out of the air. But in these cases 
the medium never knows what is to be precipitated, cannot 



IMAGINATION AND OCCULT PHENOMENA 


33 


control it at will, is in fact wholly ignorant of the whole matter 
and the forces operating and how they operate. The elemental 
forces make the pictures through which the messages are pre- 
cipitated, and as the inner nature of the medium is abnormally 
developed, acting subconsciously to the outer man, the whole 
process is involved in darkness so far as spiritualism is con- 
cerned. But not so with trained minds or wills such as possessed 
by Madame Blavatsky and all like her in the history of the 
past, including the still living Adepts. 

The Adepts who consciously send messages from a distance 
or who impress thoughts or sentences on the mind of another 
at a distance are able to do so because their imagination has 
been fully trained. 

The wonderworker of the East who makes you see a snake 
where there is none, or who causes you to see a number of 
things done in your presence which were not done in fact, is 
able to so impress you with his trained imagination, which, 
indeed, is also often in his case an inheritance, and when 
inherited it is all the stronger when trained and the easier to 
put into training. In the same way but to a much smaller de- 
gree the modern western hypnotizer influences his subject by 
the picture he makes with his imagination in those cases where 
he causes the patient to see or not to see at will, and if that 
power were stronger in the West than it is, the experiments of 
the hypnotizing schools would be more wonderful than they 
are. 

Take the case of precipitation. In the first place, all the 
minerals, metals, and colored substances any one could wish 
for use are in the air about us held in suspension. This has long 
been proved so as to need no argument now. If there be any 
chemical process known that will act on these substances, they 
can be taken from the air and thrown down before us into 
visibility. This visibility only results from the closer packing 
together of the atoms of matter composing the mass. Modern 
science has only a few processes for thus precipitating, but 
while they do not go to the length of precipitating in letters 
or figures they do show that such precipitation is possible. 
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Occultism has a knowledge of the secret chemistry of nature 
whereby those carbons and other substances in the air may be 
drawn out at will either separately or mixed. The next step is to 
find for these substances so to be packed together a mold or 
matrix through which they may be poured, as it were, and, 
being thus closely packed, become visible. Is there such a mold 
or matrix? 

The matrix is made by means of the trained imagination. 
It must have been trained either now or in some other life be- 
fore this, or no picture can be precipitated nor message im- 
pressed on the brain to which it is directed. The imagination 
makes a picture of each word of each letter of every line and 
part of line in every letter and word, and having made that pic- 
ture it is held there by the will and the imagination acting to- 
gether for such a length of time as is needed to permit the car- 
bons or other substances to be strained down through this 
matrix and appear upon the paper. This is exactly the way in 
which the Masters of H P.B. sent those messages which they 
did not write with their hands, for while they precipitated 
some they wrote some others and sent them by way of the or- 
dinary mail. 

The explanation is the same for the sending of a message by 
words which the receiver is to hear. The image of the person 
who is to be the recipient has to be made and held in place; 
that is, in each of these cases you have to become as it were 
a magic lantern or a camera obscura, and if the image of the 
letters or if the image of the person be let go or blurred, all 
the other forces will shoot wide of the mark and naught be ac- 
complished. If a picture were made of the ineffectual thoughts 
of the generality of people, it would show little lines of force 
flying out from their brains and instead of reaching their des- 
tination falling to the earth just a few feet away from the per- 
son who is thus throwing them out. 

But, of course, in the case of sending and precipitating on 
to paper a message from a distance, a good many other matters 
have to be well known to the operator. For instance, the inner 
as well as the outer resistance of all substances have to be 
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known, for if not calculated they will throw the aim out, just 
as the billiard ball may be deflected if the resistance of the 
cushion is variable and not known to be so by the player. And 
again, if a living human being has to be used as the other 
battery at this end of the line, all the resistances and also all 
the play of that person’s thought have to be known or a com- 
plete failure may result. This will show those who inquire about 
phenomena, or who at a jump wish to be adepts or to do as the 
adepts can do, what a task it is they would undertake But there 
is still another consideration, and that is that inasmuch as all 
these phenomena have to do with the very subtle and power- 
ful planes of matter it must follow that each time a phenome- 
non is done the forces of those planes are roused to action, and 
reaction will be equal to action in these things just as on the 
ordinary plane. 

An illustration will go to make clear what has been said of 
the imagination. One day H. P. Blavatsky said she would 
show me precipitation in the very act. She looked fixedly at 
a certain smooth piece of wood and slowly on it came out 
letters which at last made a long sentence. It formed before 
my eyes and I could see the matter condense and pack itself 
on the surface. All the letters were like such as she would 
make with her hand, just because she was making the image 
in her brain and of course followed her own peculiarities. But 
in the middle, one of the letters was blurred and, as it were, all 
split into a mass of mere color as to part of the letter. 

“Now here,” she said, “I purposely wandered in the image, 
so that you could see the effect. As I let my attention go, the 
falling substance had no matrix and naturally fell on the wood 
any way and without shape.” 

A friend on whom I could rely told me that he once asked 
a wonderworker in the East what he did when he made a snake 
come and go before the audience, and he replied that he had 
been taught from very early youth to see a snake before him 
and that it was so strong an image everyone there had to see it. 

“But,” said my friend, “how do you tell it from a real 
snake?” 
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The man replied that he was able to see through it, so that 
for him it looked like the shadow of a snake, but that if he had 
not done it so often he might be frightened by it himself. The 
process he would not give, as he claimed it was a secret in his 
family. But anyone who has made the trial knows that it is 
possible to train the imagination so as to at will bring up before 
the mind the outlines of any object whatsoever, and that after 
a time the mind seems to construct the image as if it were a 
tangible thing. 

But there is a wide difference between this and the kind of 
imagination which is solely connected with some desire or 
fancy. In the latter case the desire and the image and the mind 
with all its powers are mixed together, and the result, instead 
of being a training of the image-making power, is to bring on 
a decay of that power and only a continual flying to the image 
of the thing desired. This is the sort of use of the power of the 
imagination which has lowered it in the eyes of the modern 
scholar, but even that result would not have come about if 
the scholars had a knowledge of the real inner nature of man. 


Path, December, 1892 


William Q. Judge 



THEOSOPHICAL LITERATURE 

ISIS UNVEILED: A Master-Key to the Mysteries of Ancient and Modern 
Science and Theology 8 y H. P. Blavatsky 

Vol. I— SCIENCE, xlv+628 pages. Vol. II— THEOLOGY, iv+640 pp. 

This exhaustive study of religion and science was Mme. Blavatsky’s first 
presentation of Theosophy to the modern world. It is reproduced in 
photographic facsimile of the original edition (1877), two volumes bound in 
one (cloth), complete with general index and supplementary topical index. 

American Edition 

THE SECRET DOCTRINE: The Synthesis of Science, Religion, and 
Philosophy By H. P. Blavatsky 

Vol. I — COSMOGENESIS, xlvii+676 pages. Vol. U—ANTHROPOGENESIS, 
xiv+798 pages. 

A systematic development of Theosophical teachings on Cosmogenesis, 
Anthropogenesis, Symbolism, Comparative Religion, with extensive comparisons 
of ancient wisdom with scientific conceptions. Facsimile of original (1888) 
edition, two volumes bound in one (cloth) complete with index (xxx pp). 

American Edition 

INDEX TO THE SECRET DOCTRINE: 

All volume and page reference to the Original Edition (London 1888) and to the 
photographic facsimile reproduction (listed above). 

Reprint x+172 pages. American Edition 

THE KEY TO THEOSOPHY : An Exposition, in Question and Answer, of 
the Ethics, Science, and Philosophy of Theosophy By H. P. Blavatsky 
Reprint of original edition (1889), xv + 367 pages. Indian Edition 

THE VOICE OF THE SILENCE: By H. P. Blavatsky 

A blank verse rendition of chosen fragments from "The book of the Golden 
Precepts," belonging to the contemplative or Mahayana (Yogacharya) School. 
Reprint of the original edition ( 1889) iv+79 pages (cloth). Indian Edition 

TRANSACTIONS OF THE BLAVATSKY LODGE: By H. P. Blavatsky 

Reprint of the original (1923) xxiv+149 pages (cloth). American Edition 

A MODERN PANARION: By H. P. Blavatsky 

A collection of fugitive fragments. American Edition 

THE OCEAN OF THEOSOPHY By William Q. Judge 

A comprehensive text on the Theosophical philosophy by a co-founder of the 
Theosophical Movement — widely used as a text in study classes. 

Reprint of original edition (1893), xv + 182 pages. Indian Edition 

THE BHAGAVAD-GITA rendered into English by William Q. Judge 
An ancient dialogue of philosophical religion from the Hindu epic, the 
Mahabharata. (cloth) xviii+ 133 pages. Indian Edition 

NOTES ON THE BHAGAVAD-GITA By W. Q. Judge Indian Edition 
LETTERS THAT HAVE HELPED ME By W. Q. Judge 

American Edition, and shorter Indian Edition 

“FORUM” ANSWERS By William Q. Judge 

Reprints from The Theosophical Forum American Edition 

THE FRIENDLY PHILOSOPHER compiled from letters and talks by 
Robert Crosbie, 415 pages, cloth American Edition 

UNIVERSAL THEOSOPHY By Robert Crosbie, Indian Edition 

FIVE YEARS OF THEOSOPHY 

Essays selected from the Theosophist. American Edition 

Order from 

Theosophy Company (Mysore) Private Ltd., 

4, Sir Krishna Rao Road, Bangalore 560004 INDIA 



